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Editorial

Introduction to current challenges in thoracic surgery special 
series: how to evaluate, diagnose and treat small lung nodules

With increased imaging of the chest being done for a variety of non-lung cancer reasons and possible changes in 
epidemiology, there are an increasing number of solitary pulmonary nodules identified. These can cause consternation to the 
individual and their families. It is necessary for clinicians to understand the current workup and treatment of these lesions. 
With this special series, we aim to do the following for small lung nodules: review current methodology for diagnosis, biopsy 
techniques, treatment options, and look into the future of how best to handle these going forward.  We are confident that this 
special series will be important for all practitioners who are faced with small lung nodules.
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